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Rick Couldry, MS, BS Pharm, FASHP - 2025 Graduate Program Distinguished Alumnus 
University of - Kansas School of Pharmacy 

 
Rick Couldry grew up on a farm in rural northwest Missouri as 
the eldest of three children. A dedicated pharmacist, his 
educational and professional journey reflects his passion for 
innovation and exceptional patient care. 

He earned his Bachelor of Science in Pharmacy from the 
University of Missouri-Kansas City (UMKC) and completed a 
residency in Pharmacy Practice with a Leadership Focus at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center (KUMC), where he also 
received his Master of Science in Hospital Pharmacy 
Administration from The University of Kansas (KU). 

After graduating, Rick joined The University of Kansas Hospital 
and played a pivotal role in its transformation from a state entity 
into a renowned health system in 1998. Today, The University 

of Kansas Health System is recognized as one of the top academic medical centers in the 
nation. Rick currently serves as Vice President of Pharmacy and Health Professions, 
overseeing departments such as Pathology and Laboratory Science, Respiratory Therapy, 
Rehabilitation Services, Clinical Nutrition, Pulmonary Function, Sleep Center, and 
Biomedical Engineering, which collectively employ around 1,900 staff members. 

His leadership style is rooted in a strong commitment to enhancing patient care, education, 
and organizational improvement. Rick's philosophy centers on five core principles: 
prioritizing the welfare of others, communicating authentically and constructively, leading 
with humility, recognizing the strengths of others, and demonstrating gratitude in all things. 

Rick is deeply committed to excellence and actively shares his expertise through teaching, 
contributing to various publications, and presenting at national and international 
conferences. He is affiliated with several professional organizations, furthering the 
advancement of the field. 

The University of Kansas Health System has consistently earned recognition, appearing on 
the U.S. News and World Report's Best Hospitals list for 18 consecutive years, as well as 
being named the Best Hospital in Kansas City for 15 years and in Kansas for 13 years. It is 
the only hospital to achieve these accolades since their inception, and it has also received the 
Vizient Bernard A. Birnbaum, MD, Quality Leadership Award ten times for its outstanding 
performance. 

Rick has served in multiple leadership roles within the American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP), including Chair of Manager Development in 2010-11, Director-at-
Large, and Chair for the ASHP Section of Pharmacy Practice Management, as well as District 
Director for the Kansas Council of Health-System Pharmacy. He received the UMKC School of 
Pharmacy Alumni Service Award for Health System Pharmacy in 2011 and the Harold N. 
Godwin Leadership Legacy Award in 2014. In 2021, Ingram’s Magazine recognized him as 
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one of the region’s top healthcare professionals with the Heroes in Healthcare Award, and 
he was inducted as a Fellow of the ASHP in 2012. 

Above all, Rick’s favorite role is that of a husband and father, actively supporting his children 
in their athletic endeavors and extracurricular activities. In his spare time, he enjoys 
barbecuing at home and exercising, recently completing training for a triathlon. 

 

 

 

 
AWARD ADDRESS 

Principled Leadership in Healthcare – A Lighthouse in a Storm of Change 

Rick Couldry, KU Graduate Class of 1996 

 

Rick Couldry’s presentation will focus on reviewing leadership principles in healthcare’s 
environment of an ever-increasing pace of change. These principles are rooted in critical areas - 
leading with humility, fostering a great work culture, and relentlessly pursuing excellence. All 
three are critical to the creating and maintain services that produce high-quality health care.  
Reflecting on his three decades of leadership experience, Rick will explore changes in pharmacy 
and relate these principles to the core mission of healthcare.  The value of teams, mentors and a 
strong network will be highlighted in relation to successful leadership 
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Program Schedule 
 
2nd Floor Atrium & Room 2020 - Pharmacy 
   
07.45-08.15  Presenter Preparation 
  Oral presentation setup (Room 2020) 
  Poster setup - 2nd Floor Atrium 
   
Room 2020 
   
08.15-09:25  Symposium Keynote Session Opening: John Stobaugh 
   
08:20  Keynote Speaker Introduction: Dennis Grauer 
   
08.25  Keynote Address: Principled Leadership in Healthcare – A 

Lighthouse in a Storm of Change 
Rick Couldry, Graduate Program Distinguished Alumnus - KU 
Graduate Class of 1996 
 

   
09:25-09:30  Mini Break 
   
09:30-10.25  Lecture Session 1 
   
09.30  Chair & Award Presentations: Honglian Shi 

 
09.35  Introduction: Adam Smith 

 
(L01) Sex-dependent corticotropin releasing factor regulation of 
social avoidance and social attachment in defeated prairie voles 
(Microtus ochrogaster) 
Lina K. Nerio and Adam S. Smith, Department of Pharmacology 
and Toxicology, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. 
 
 

10.00  Introduction: Dennis Grauer 
 
(L02) Evaluating the health-related quality of life (HRQoL) of 
pharmacy students at the University of Kansas before, during, 
and after the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Lindsey Eddings, Sydney Vanmeerhaeghe, Dennis Grauer 
Department of Pharmacy Practice, University of Kansas, Lawrence, 
KS, USA 
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2nd Floor Atrium 
   
10.25-11.05  Poster Session 1 - Exhibition - Coffee 
   

Odd Numbered Poster Presentations 
 
Room 2020 
   
11.05-12.00  Lecture Session 2 
   
11.05  Chair & Award Presentations: Mark Farrell 

 
11.10  Introduction: Steven Bloom  

 
(L03) An α,β-Unsaturated pro-Amino Acid with pro-Chiral 
Potential for the Identification of Anti-Aggregation Therapies 
Pei-Hsuan Chen, Steven Bloom 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, KS 
 

   
11.35  Introduction: Christian Schöneich 

 
(L04) Visible and near UV photo-degradation of IgG1 based 
modalities mediated by Iron (III)-containing histidine buffer: 
site specific fragmentation and novel photo-conversion 
Maribel Espinoza Ballesteros, Marcela Solis Rodriguez, Thomas J. 
Tolbert, and Christian Schöneich; Department of Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA. 
 

 
 
 
   
 
Mortar & Pestle Café (1st Floor) 
   
12.00-01.00  Buffet Lunch 
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Room 2020 
   
01.00-01.55  Lecture Session 3  
   
01.00  Chair & Award Presentations: Dennis Grauer 

 
01.05  Introduction: Zi-Jun Wang 

 
(L05) Dysfunction in prelimbic cortex to ventral tegmental 
area projection mediates early social isolation stress-induced 
susceptibility to heroin relapse 
Yunwanbin Wang1, Shuwen Yue1, Archana Singh1, Lu Chen1 and 
Zi-Jun Wang1,2 
1Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology, School of Pharmacy, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA 
2Cofrin Logan Center for Addiction Research and Treatment, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA 
 
 

01.30  Introduction: Brittany Melton 
 
(L06) Student and faculty perspectives on the use of artificial 
intelligence and academic misconduct in pharmacy. 
Haley Jonesa, Leah Wallaceb, Karen Moellera, Brittany Meltona 

aDepartment of Pharmacy Practice, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, KS, USA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
2nd Floor Atrium 
   
01.55-02.35  Poster Session 2 - Exhibition - Coffee 
   

Even Numbered Poster Presentations 
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Room 2020   
   
02.35-03.30  Lecture Session 4  
   
02.35  Chair & Award Presentations: John Stobaugh 

 
02.40  Introduction: Mark Farrell 

 
(L07) Proximity Labeling Strategies to Investigate the Role of 
High-Mannose Glycoproteins in Disease 
Matthew C. Russolillo, Kelsey Knewston, Wariya Nirachonkul, 
Mark P. Farrell 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, KS, USA  
 
 
 

 
 
 
03.05  Introduction: Teruna Siahaan 

(L08) Optimizing the Delivery of Antibody Therapeutics using 
Blood Brain Barrier Derived Peptides 
Eric Eberta, Kelly Schwinghamera, Donald W. Millerb, Jinyan Hec, 
Krzysztof Kuczerac, and Teruna J. Siahaana 

a Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, KS, USA; 
b Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of 
Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB, Canada; c Department of Chemistry, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA 
 

 
03.30 

  
Symposium Close 
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Poster Titles 
 
Pharmacology & Toxicology 
 
P01 
The transcriptional changes in prefrontal cortex that drives heroin seeking after prolonged 
abstinence 
Lu Chen, Yunwanbing Wang, Shuwen Yue and Zijun Wang 
Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA 
 
P02 
Outcomes of prolonged partner loss and social isolation in the female prairie vole (Microtus 
ochrogaster) 
Adrianna Kirckofa and Adam S. Smitha,b 
aNeurosciences PhD Program, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA; 
bDepartment of Pharmacology & Toxicology, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, USA 
 
P03 
How repeated experience shapes and Alzheimer’s disease disrupts structural synaptic 
plasticity 
Julia Doderer, Jai Subramanian 
Department of Pharmacology & Toxicology, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
 
PharmD Research Certificate Presenters 
 
P04 
Establishing an in vivo patient-derived xenograft model for studying renal cell carcinoma 
1Rong Xin Liu, 2Sa Wu, 2Moustafa Abdelaziz, 2,3Mark Craven, 2Laird Forrest 
1School of Pharmacy, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
2Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
3Department of Microbiology, Molecular Genetics and Immunology, The University of Kansas 
Medical Center, Kansas City, KS 
 
P05 
Separation Optimization of Biologically Relevant Nitroaromatic Containing Compounds  
Using Microchip Electrophoresis With Electrochemical Detection 
Dhanushki Abeykoona,d, Indika K. Warnakulab,c,d, Manjula B. Wijesingheb,d, Susan M. Luntea,b,c,d 

a School of Pharmacy, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
bDepartment of Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
cDepartment of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
dRalph N. Adams Institute of Bioanalytical Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
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Pharmacy Practice 
 
P06 
Implementation of dose-rounding policy in patients receiving trastuzumab, rituximab, or 
bevacizumab and their respective biosimilars in an outpatient oncology clinic 
Clifford Chen, Katherine Vogel and Lisa Crosley 
Department of Pharmacy, Salina Regional Health Center, Salina, KS, USA 
 
P07 
Evaluating the impact of significant relationship status on career plans among PharmD 
students and residents.   
Sydney VanMeerhaeghe, Dennis Grauer 
Department of Pharmacy Practice, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS, USA 
 
Medicinal Chemistry 
 
P08 
Effects of Transmembrane Phenylalanine Residues on γ-Secretase-mediated Notch-1 
Proteolysis 
Shweta R. Malvankar and Michael S. Wolfe 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, School of Pharmacy, The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. 
 
P09 
Understanding the sensing and utilization of High Mannose N-glycans by Enterococcus 
faecalis 
Rupa Bai Addanki; Lynn E. Hancock; Mark P. Farrell 
The University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS. 
 
P10 
Identifying Ligands for Undruggable Targets via on-DNA Peptide Synthesis  
Farjana afroj; Dr. Steven BloomThe University of Kansas, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, 
Lawrence, KS, US. 
 
P11 
Chemical consequences of direct excitation of alkyl bis(catecholato)silicates 
Mauricio Bahena-Garcia, Victor Fadare, Ian Shire, Zarko V. Boskovic. 
Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
 
P12 
Synthetic Applications of Unusual Tethers in Organic Synthesis 
Sathyamoorthi Lab, Department of Medicinal Chemistry, University of Kansas 
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Pharmaceutical Chemistry 
 
P13 
Formulation development and characterization of lyophilized 
glatiramoid/oligodeoxynucleotide polyplexes at clinically relevant strengths 
Huan Gonga, Xi Luana, J. Daniel Griffinb, Moustafa M. Abdelaziza, M. Laird Forresta, Michael J. 
Hagemana, and Cory J. Berklandb-d 
aDepartment of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, University of Kansas, Lawrence, KS 
bKinimmune, Inc. St. Louis, MO 
cDepartment of Biomedical Engineering, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
dDepartment of Chemistry, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
 
P14 
Hydroxypropyl β Cyclodextrins Effects on Self-Assembly of Cyclic Peptide, Lanreotide 
Acetate, in Water and Subsequent Release rate from an in vitro Emulator of Subcutaneous 
Delivery 
 Negar Jafari1*, Camille Addison2, Hao Luo1, Michael J. Hageman1, 3*  
Affiliation:1Pharmaceutical Chemistry, University of Kansas, 2School of Pharmacy, University 
of Kansas, 3BIO Center, University of Kansas, Lawrence 
 
P15 
Synthesis of Multiantigen Fc Bifunctional Peptide Inhibitors as Immune Modulators for 
EAE Mice  
Marcela Solis Rodriguez, Teruna J. Siahaan, and Thomas Tolbert 

Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, The University of Kansas, USA 
 
P16 
Asymmetric Flow Field Flow Fractionation (AF4) Separation of Stable Nano-emulsion 
(SNE) Adjuvants  
Jack Terry1, Jarrod Cohen2, Emory Payne2 

1The University of Kansas Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry 
2Merck Sharpe and Dohme, Rahway, NJ 

 
P17 
Characterizing the Aggregation Propensity of an Anti-HIV-1 Bispecific Monoclonal 
Antibody 
Michael Z. Wang, Neal Whitaker, Ozan S. Kumru, John M. Hickey, Sangeeta B. Joshi, David B. 
Volkin 
Department of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Vaccine Analytics and Formulation Center, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas and the Ho Lab at Columbia University 
 
 
 
 


